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Our Paltry 800,000 Gain

O substantial error has been made in the census enumeration of Texas, and
the director is right in refusing a recount for the reason that a recounmt
would seriously delay the announcement of the final results and also delay

rongressional reapportionment; also that a recount would be sub]ecf to the same
minor errors amd reach practically the same results. The state total is nevertheless
fisappointing to a marked degree. : 2 )

It is another case of over confidence and big noise. Texas has been deceiving
perself. and the awakening is bitter. Of course the sctual growth of the state has
been tremendous, over 800,000, but even this has been excesded by at least four oth-
er states; while the percentage of growth in Texas has been exceeded by no less
{Inﬂuftielﬂm—.hudﬁctfornstoswnlow,bnti: ought to make us stop
o T for the t

; exas has en years
nlwmmbmt on stirring up continual disorder in industrial a:_n‘l 'bnl:iness
sonditions, grossly neglectful of the stats’s material resources, antagomistic to de-
velopmental enterprises, and unfavorable to any measures looking toward pﬂ.rumot-
ing the activities of capital or encouraging immigration. Efforts of conimercial or-
ganizations and progressive bodies to combat this reactionary tendenc? _and a?et
Texas right before the world have been largely nullified by the antagonistic 1-!':;13-
lation at Austin and the demagogic attitude of state political leaders; such mﬂ.e-
pendent efforts at state building and public education have been truly pathetic,
because they have tried so hard to avoid treading on any politician's toes and they
bave so consistently failed or refused to stick their knives into the yeal seat of de-
structive fungus growih. % '

The most striking comparison that can be made with Texas as to actual growth
is Ollahoma; can anybedy account for the fact that Oklahoma has receivevﬂ more
h-igrntatmmuintenymt,uceyt upon the ground that samet!lmgm
been holding Texas back? And what is it? Surely not inferior soil;or climate or
deficient mineral and forest resources, surely not any natural inferiority, for Tu.::u i
i» in fact that richest empire on this continent, of more varied resource in every line
of matural endowment than any other state or group of states of equal area in the
union.

No, it is oursslves. We have not stood by Texas. We have not done our duty
bv our state. We have grossly neglected our opportunities, we have squandered our
time and failed to take advantage of a Datural drift of population to the south-
west. We have lifted our hands against the immigrant and against capital, and we
have been slow to ackmowledge either our dependence on outside cooperation for
grestest development, or our appreciation of what has been offered to us in spite
of our unfriendly attitude. We bave “eonserved” our state’s respurces in much the
game way some of our mossback citizens have conserved their real estate weslt‘bf-'by
squatting om a cermer lot, doing nothing, and arranging pitfalls and prohibitive
prices for strangers desiring 10 make improvements.

The railroads, newspapers, and commercial organizations have worked hard to
arouse interest in the state’s resources and to induce immigration and investment;
it is to these agencies that the credit is due for what growth there has been. But
2il that has been done has been against the deliberate and consistent destructive
snd obetractive policy prevailing at Austin, with the consent of the votes of many
dﬂemmmﬁmﬂyinjumdbytheammmmaom of their mis-
representstives in public office. _

Let us hope the next ten years will tell a different story. The idea of this
state, which contains nearly a tenth of the area of the United Ststes, having less
than 4,000,000 people, less than 1-233 of the population of the union, is 2 striking
commentary upon the manner in which the public affairs of Texas have been mis-
maniged in the last ten years. The fact that in a decade when the great trend of
migration has been into the southwest, this state barely kept up with its raté of
growth for the previous decade when conditions were naturaily 20 times more ad-
verse, ought to make us examine carefully into the reasons for this failure and dis-
appointment—for failure it is, 1,000,000 people short of what the figure should
have been.

The insurrectos would have more use for an airship than a gunbeat—maybe a
mosquito fleet is what they are after, however, for operations in the Sierra Madre
mountain regions where their strongholds are®

O—

Mexico’s military problem right now is to concentrate her troops in the disaf-
facted district without uncovering the rest of the republic. The strength of the
insurrection will best be tested by the degree to which it is confined in area of dis-
turbance. Mexico has no impertant volunteer reserve to draw on. Self interest,
however, on the part of sll foreign elements is with the government.

A Happy Christmas For These

OW far that little candle sheds its beams! And one never knows just how

far a little story of human life and human need may go when it is printed

in The Herald. In the Christmas mail today no lefter was so welcome or so
warmly cherished as one from Washington, D. C., containing a check for $2 to help
buy & wheel chair for the little paralytic about whom a brief article by Miss Frank-
Yin, director of charities for the Woman's Charity association, appeared recently in
The Herald. The letter is on the official stationery of the United States reclama-
tion service, and reads as follows (names omitted by request):

“Washington, D. C., Dec. 14.

“Editor El Paso Herald:

“In going through your paper a few days ago I found the en-
closed clipping which appealed to me, and my friend, Miss —,
and myself decided to send a dollar each to swell the fund. As
1 did not know where to send the money except to you, I shall
have to ask you to deliver it to the proper parties. Trusting that
the little fellow will get his chair, and assuring you of our ap-
preciation, I am, very truly yours,

"

The gift comes from two young women, employes of the big government de-
partment, and the chance that they would see the littie story of Leonardo Atalejo
was indeed small. But kere comes the money, all the way from Washington, 2400
miles away, and a modest Iittle note all the more delightful beczuse so perfectly
unassuming and fraught with the true spirit of Christmas charity.

The little boy will get his wheel chair now—that !s assured. And he will be
set up in business and soon become a familiar figure on the corner of the busy
street where the great lines of traffic cross and mingle. Perhaps he will even bring
a soft Kttle benediction to the hurrying crowds.

In the words of Tiay Tim, “God blesz us every one.”

To lower the cost of living, you just meed to watch the advertisements in The
Herald. '

It looks very much as if two comstifwtional conventions would meet in two
territories within a year to frame two constitutions that will be acceptable to the
president and comgress. It might even have been a saving of time and money if
the original constitution makers had listened to some bits of suggestion and advice
before they broke up and went home. After statehood is a fact, the bullyrag tac-
tice may go, but mot now.

U "% s.rs Denatured Poem

G

slerks were sighing, and their souls were
donkeys, with reproaches in their glance;

would elimb a stick and dance.

v and do vour Christmas shopping ere the last lone dog is hung, ere tha
weary clerks are hopping all day long, worn out, unstrung.
postponed my buying till it had struck the ’leventh hour, and the totlworn

Last year I

sick and sour, and they sold me candy

and they sold me wooden monkeys which

And the clerks were all 50

burried they showed evidence of iag; they were all so tired

EARLY
SHOPPING

your shopping early
in a manner surly, that there ought to be

and worried that 1 eouldn’t chew the rag. Half the pleasare
of the buyer lies in kicking on the price, saying that it's
three times higher than is decent, right or nice.

If you do
you can roar and kick and paw, saying,
a law. You can eall the merchants rob-

bers, and the clerks a pirate crew, roast the makers and the jobbers, raise a

charming howdydo.

But if you postpone your shopping till the season’s almost

o’er. then the clerks will cease their hopping till they've fired you from the store.

Copyright,

1810, by George Mattwews Aadamu

(Dass PRasen.

A Lesson In Honesty

By Jean Drault.

The Herald’s
Daily Short Story_

IERRE BILON had not bfen near
p hia usual cafe for three months

and had deserted his card snd pool
parties. 'When the office hours were
over, he left his comradas and walked
home. The head of his department, who
liked him as a partner in 2 game of
cards, asked him “why he had suddsnly
changed all his habits,

“0Oh, 1 have not changed for good,”
Bilon replied. “I bhave just been sav-
ing my money during the last thres
months and with the money I have sav-
ed In carfare and other things 1 have
bought & nice plecé of jewelry for my
wife. I am going to glve it to her to-
night. It is to be a surprise, and from
tomorrow 1 will take up my old hablts”

“You surely must be in love with
your wife to do a thing 1ike that. One
should not think you had been married
for more than 14 years.

“0Oh, it Is not that. I have simply
done this to get her to leave me in
peace.”

“1 did not think Mme. Bilon wag s0
feroclous that she must be bribed with
jewelry.” N

“She is not a4 bit ferocious and really
does not® care for jewelry, but we have
some friends, a monsieur and madame
Barboteau. He is cashier in a big de-
pariment, store. Suddenly, some time
szo, he seemed to have become rich
Hes bought a2 big touring car, and his
wife got stunning gowns, dlamonds and
costly furs without end. My wife be-
came jealous of her and took revenge
on me, I

*Took at Barboteau,' she said. ‘He
is & smart fellow. I do not know where |
he gets his money, but he certfinly getsl
it. It §s not that I would put a for-
tune In jewels if I had money, but 515
makes me mad to think that if I nad a |
husband like Barboteau, we would just
put money aside for our old awe. Sod ]
Knows how wa ave 10 live wnea vou
can wnrk no lrager, ard ghe kept om
harplng on this all the time " |

“Poor fellvw, ro that is why we have
not seen you at the cafe for three,
months."™ ' d

“But it is all overjnow,” said Bllon|
proudly. “This piece pf jewelry buys|
my freedom. It i=s a gag I have hought;
for my wife, for If she still keeps on
nagging me, 1 am _goipg to show her
that T am the master.”

“Bravo, Bilon! 1 wiil tall the boys
they may expect you tomorrow.”

When he reached home Bilon found
Bafboteau about to ring the doorbell
and he noticed that Barboteau was very
pale.

“Are you sick?' Bllon asked, insert-
ing hls key in the lock.

“Sick! Why no! but something very
funny has happened to me”

“Tell me all about it,” said Bilon, let-
ting his frlend Into the bouse.

“It Is like this. It happens to alll
cashiers when they need ten franes or |
20 francs they borrow it from the cash
they have in charge.”

“Certainly, and 1 don't think there Ig
anyvihing in that as long as you put lt[
back again” !

“Just what I told myself. but unfor-
tunately I did not put it back.™

“Then you will put it back, that is
all™

*“T would if I eould, but I can’t. That
sort of thing grows on you. I began by

l

| bracelet, the =ight

borrowing little amounts and one day
I was surprised to find that I was short
in my accounts an amount of 150,000
francs.™

“One hundred and fifty thousand
francs,” cried Bilon, who would not be-
lieve his own ears.

“That s the amount and it would not
mdtter much if the boss had not found
ft out.™”

“He did not like It, I suppose.”

“No, most of them are rather preju-
diced in that respect and | have just
heard that he has Informed the police.™

“Without teling vou flrst?”

“No, he did iell ma snd 1 explained
the matter fo him and said that my
wife had dimmonds and an auto and
that I would make good, but whenl
came home this afterncon [ found that
she had eloped with a young man, and
now I come to you to ask vou—"

“Not to lend you one hundred and
fithy thousand franes, I hope”

“No just to ask you for an advice.™

“But my dear friend, 1 have never
been in a Tix like yours, and If 1 had—"

“¥You would have committed sufelde?

“ao, don't do that”

“Don't be afraid. 1 don't feel a bit
like it."

“Then go and give yourself up to
police.” X

“You think that is the best I can de.

“Yes. and do not tell the judge you
know me.”

“You think that would be: a point
against meT"

“Perhaps.” .

~“Well, 1 thank vou for the advice.
Good bye, Bilon.”

“Good Lord,” the latter thought when
his friesnd had left him, “there are two
ways to get diamonds, but I like mine

better. It i= a litle slower, but far
more safe.”
Just then Mme. Bilon came rushing

in, all exelted. -

“Have you seen the paper? Barbotean
is wanted by the police! His wife has
run away and taken all her dlamonds
with her.”

“I know all apout [t~ s=said Bilon,
“and I hope you will admit now that
after all 1 am rather smarter than Bar-
boteaiu, whom you used to praise so
much; 1 have brought you -a+ little
present tonight, by the way."™”

He handed her the velvet case. Mme.
stared at ‘him snd
of which seemed tO
fill her with horror.

“You too,” she exclaimed.

“1 ton?” What do yon mean?”

“You want to imitate Barboteau? You
will end In the peniteptiary, as hel”

“But—" 3

“You seem to have forgotten that I
am not Mme. Barboteau; I intend to
keep yvou siralght. You will take this
bracelet right back to the jowelers and
put the money back where You took it.”

“But assure you—"

“You will do as 1 say. If the pene-
tentinry does not scare you, think of me
who will be disgraced forever as the
wife of a felon™

“She pushed him bodily outside the
door and put the ease into his hand,

The rext davy in the cpfe, Bilon said
to hi= friend: “Good Lord, if 1 had only
known And what a pity they did not
ArTest that fool Barboteau thres
months aga.”

LITTLE LOVE STORIES
Mabel Herbert Urner.

On the Second
Delivery

brownstone house

I her as she hurried

up the steps. [Its stern dignity|

always chilled her And now It seem- |
ed like a silent, sinister reproof.

“fs Dr. Carlton inT" There wis &
breathliess cateh in her volee.

“Step into the reception room, please,
the doctor Is engaged jost now.”

“3ive this card to Dr. Carlton and
tell him I wish to see him &t once™

It was hardly a momfnt before the
mald returned.®

“The doctor will see you In the libra-
ry, ma‘am.” :

“Margarét! Something hag happened!” 1

“Yes" |

“Mv darling, what is it? You look so|
pale! He was holding both her hands
in his

‘“'he mail—the second dellvery—has
it come yet?

He looked at his watch. *“No, not
vet. It is not due for 15 minites.”

“] Am In Time Then.
She hid her-face. “I am In time then
am in time. Oh, 1 was afraid I
would be too latel!”

He caressed her hands tenderly. 1
krow pow what It Iz, dear, You wrote
me a letter last night, that you do not
want me to read. You wanted to get
here before it was dellivered. Isn't that
it, dear? &

“And you think it Is that? Oh, if it
were only that—if It were nothing
more than that! How you will despise
me when yvou know! Oh, {t was such & |
hideous thing™

A moment's intense¢ silence. He was
leaning heavily against the desk, his
eves fixed on arsmall bronze lisard that
lay there. J

“You—vou—wrote 10 hert™

She wineed at the last
though he had struck her,

“No, T did not write to her. It was|
more hideous even than that. T sent her
—ore of vour letters—ane of your love
letters to me"

“Your Anxietsy Tor Her™

“f think I have had It in my thoughts
for weeks but always crushed it down.
Last ulght all my love for
you wis concenirated into & greart
burning jealous hatred of her—thiz wo- |
men you are always so anxious to|
shield: whose happinese you place be-|
fore everything #lse. 1 wanted to hurt
her—to make her suffer, too, [ took!
out your letters and read one after an-
other with feverish eagerness. I wanted |
to find one that would hurt her most. |
And then came the thought that T
would let fute declde. Fate contrh'vs.

HE  great
frowned on

words as

more cruelly than mere human plan-
ning. 8o I looked away and pleked up
the first Jetter 1 touched It was one
you wrote me on my birthday last
April—the note you sent with the lock-
et. I mede this cipy béfore | sent it."

She tock from her dress a crumpled
paper and lald it before him.

"This will come to you on your birth-
day, together with a locket; a litile
heart-shaped trinket, which I hope you
will like to wear for my sake., but
whether ¥You care to wear it or not, it
Ig yours—as it Is the heart that prompts
me to send It to you™ * ® - ®

He dld not read the rest, he laid It
down quistly. He made no comment=
She could not ses his face; It was turn-
&d fronr her.

He tock up the Jittle bronze lizard
from the desk and turned it over In
his hand while he spoke.

“And/you think she is happy. You
think she does not suffer, too” Yonu
would not think that if you had seen
her one evening last week when T found
her up in the third story alone in the
dark, erying as though her heart would
break. [ tried to comfort her, asked
her what it was—what T could do.

“At first she would =say nolhing., but
after & while she sobbed gut that I
did not seem to need her any more.
That every day she felt T was grow-
ing Parther away from her. That 1
was all she had, and If she should lose
my love she could not live. It was
only a few nilghts later, at dincer, that
she suddenly burst info tears and left
the room. When [ followed her, she
sald it was becauss she was sick and
nervons, but T knew!™

More Careful of Her.

His voice broke. He put down the
paper welght and walked over to the
window.

“And 1 had tried so hard that she
should fee! no difference. 1 have tried
to be more thoughiful and anxious for
her comfort thap ever before. I have
neglected none of the little attentlons
that I know she ™ves. But fnstinot
tells her that I am not the same. And
now that she is no longer young and
almost an invalld—to fail her now
when her need for me Is so great. A
woman who has lived with me for 12
vears, who bas given me the best of
her iife; a good woman, who has tried
to makes me happy''—

Again his broke, He turned
from the window and walked back to

volce

the desk.
A sharp, shriil sound from the street
The ({alnt

—the postman’s whistle.

from him to the'

r

Planning Christmas Toys Requires
World-Wide Search For New ldeas

By
Fredenic

Efforts To Get a Substitute for the Teddy Bear Fail

=

) 2 Haskin

T has been estimated that the cost of
Ithﬁ 1810 expedition of Santa Claus

into the homes of the children of the |
United States will cost at least §40,000,- |
000, and that the total welght of the |
cargo of tovs he brings with him, will
approximate a hundred thousand tons, |
to say nothing of the miilions of pounds |
of candy and nuls he also brings with
ufim. Thousands of people work all the |
year getting ready for the night before |
Christmas. In the town of Sonneberg, |
Germany, there g a training school |
where one of the special lines of in- |
struction is that of deslgning toys. Men |
travel all over the world in search of |
new ideas and new things with which
to entertsin and amuse the children of
the world. Margaret Steiff, who has|
Bbeen called the “queen of Toyland™ be-
cause of her splendid work in the pro-

duction of life-like toys, employed
two of her nephews to travel in all[
climes throughout the year in search

of new jdeas for the making of attract-
fve toys.
Mechanieal Tin Toys.

The father of the popular priced tin
toy 1z Farnand Martin, of Paris. One
of the chlef characteristics of his worlk,
llke that of Fraulein Steiff, is the life-
Hke appearance and action of the play-
things he designs. One of these 8 &
tippler, who begins to reel gs soon as
he lift= his glass to his lips. Another
is a tin porter with his favorite broom,
who holds out his hand for the custo-
mary tip the minute he begins to wield
his brush,

While the majority of toys are de-
signed on purpose, some of the most re-
markable successes have heen brought
out largely as a matter of accident, A
notable [Hlustration of this was the Ted-
dy bear. Toy bears had been on the
market for years preceding the Roose-|
velt bear hunt In Mississippl. but none |
of them porsessed that pecullarly funny |
expression which later served to make
the Teddy bear a hit. When the !ltn!')’I

)

of Roosevelt's refusal to shoot & hal-
tered bear was published, Clifford K.
Berryman, now cartoonist of the Wash-|
Ington Star, drew the picture of the lit-|
tle bear that has become familiar to the
entire world.. Berryman thought little|
about his pleture, but the morning after |
it appeared he received a lstter frnm'l
former senator Willlam E. Chandler, |
who sald it was the funniest cartoon he
had ever seen
The Teddy Bear's Start.

President Roosevelt was pleased with
his little team-mate and confessed that
his whole family had jokeé him con-
glderably about . The next Christmas
Berryman made a =pecial calendar torl
Mr. Roosevel:, with a Teddy bear in a3
typical attitude before e¢ach month.
This so pleased the president that he
invited Berryman to a private intewr
view. Tn that interview he confessed|
that his wife had taken the calendar
from him, saying that she was not|
willinz to take ;the chance of having|
some politlcal friend of his "approprl-!
ate” It. Thi= Interview resulted In thn]
Teddy bear becemirg the badge of tha
Roosevelt administration. !

It was abeut this time that the Ger-|
man toy makers scouts for new ldeas
came along, and saw In the Teddy bear
& rare chance for the making of a pop- |
ular toy.  Without let or llcense from |
Mr, Berrsman, they carried his creationj
back to Germany and scon had =all

| finds it to be an entertaining toy.

thapes and sizes of Teddy bears on the
market. That vear happened to be a
very depressing one*to the German toy
mak+#rs, and the !mmediate rage of the
tey acted as a life =aver for thelr busl.
Ness,

Bear Craze Spreads,

The toy designers ever since have
been trying to find something which
would be as popular as the Teddy bear,
but without succesg Every year he
finds new worlds: to conquer and meets
wlth as warm a reception as.in his na-
tive America. Last year gngland took
the craze, and It is said that 2,090,000
Teddy bears weare sold In that country
during the vear, which means that thera
are more toy bears than children In
FErgland. The English dressed theirs
and ofteéen sold two heads with a sin-
gle body. Ones was a doil's head and
the other a bear head, so that the child
eouid have doll or bear, as it preferred.
This year Russia and Japan have taken
a HRing to the Teddy bear.

One of the most charming animal
storles of the day has a Teddy bear as
one of its principal characters. Miss
Phyllis Gilmore, of New Orieans, owns
8 dog whose surly tralis won for him
the name  “Feroclous.” When a puppy
he had a littie bear cub as a playvmate.

Some folks wear a suit so long ther In
style two er three times without knowin’
it. It must be fine t* live on a farm
where yom kin fight with your wife
without bein’ heard.

The cub disd and Feroclous was discon-

solate. One day, walking down the

street with his mistress, he spied a| d Khare: are Alsg Tl pie  plntes
Teddy bear in & window. He jumped | °F Daking mud ples.

HRemarkable Toy Theater.

One of the most interesting toys In
the world Is owned by a Washington
government clerk. It is a toy theater
made for his Hitle girl during his odd
moments. It has a full equigment of
actors and actresses, acrobats, clowns,
perfarming animals, and everything one
might see in a high class vandeville
thezter. His HHttls daughter frequently
entertains her friends at theaier partigs
In her own private theater, Her father
has ransacked the whole realm of toy-
dom in his search for the professional
people who make up the characters on '
this lirtle stage.

The present tendency in toy dasigning
Iz to make toys which will carry Into
the playrogm the theorles of the kinder-
garteén. To disgulse the laber of learn-
ing In sugar-coated pills of play has
long been the alm of the kindergart-
Today the woman who wishes to

(Continued on mext page.)

| 4Years Ago To-

From The Hersld Of dﬂy

This Date 1892

Adolph Solomon has returned from
Dallas "

W. W, Turney and wife have returned
from Alpine,

A thisf made off with Har‘.:m.coh's
wheel yvesterday. i

Ed Kneexel laft over the 8 P. yester-
day for 8ilver City.

Mrs. R. M. Price returned from hes
Dallas wisiy this morning.

The Y. M. C. A. now has 70 pald up
members dnd the gymnasium class I3
inerrasing.

Rev. A. Hoffman pastor of the First
Methodist Episcopal church, will preach
at Ft Bliss Sunday. :

through the window and brought the
bear out with him. Miss Gllmore prid |
for the new found pet, and wherever
the dog goes he Insists upon carrying
kis Teddy bear with him.

History in Torm.

8o careful s the designer of toys not
to overiook a historical event. a new
imvention. or a new fad, that the arche-
cloglets of the futurse might réebuild the
civilization of the present day upon the |
evidence of the toys of the world H—:i
would find toys which would tell of the |
discovery of the North pole, toys that
would tell of the rise of the zeropiane
ard the dirizgible balloon, toys that
would proclaim the Roosevelt African
hunt. the Taft smife, the Merryy Widow
hat and the hobble skirt. !

The present day has witnessed the)
designing of many new toys. One of |
thege iz a rabbit concealed beneath the | 7T
head of a cabbage. When wound up
the rabbit pokes out his head, works iz
around, moves his ears. opens his
mouth and then goes back into his bur-
rough to the tune of “The Sand Man”
from the play of “The Dollar Princess.”
There iz another toy known =8 the
Roomevelt rut eracker, warranféd to
crack any nut that ever Santa Claus
placed In a Christmas stocking: A lit-
tle fiying machine known as the "High
Flyer" Is proving a very usaful novelly
as well as n popular toy. It I8 comn-
structed on the helicoptie principle and
will* fly six hundred fee:r into the alr
or a quarter of a mile harlmntnll)‘-;
Aviators use it to determine the direc-|
tion and veloelity of the wind prelim-
irary to flight. and the average boy

The child who has found delight in a
sard bank mill will welcome the arrival
of a toy which will add new charm ta
play time in the =and. It consists of a
large hopper with a releaze valve, an In-
clined rallway with a sand car. and a
box Into which to dump the carloads of

opening and closing of a door. Silence
and then the sound of fooistepa in the
bhall. A knock at the library door and
the mald was laying the mafl on &
table,

A yellow envelope from a drug store,
a long white one from & trust company,

two cireulars and a medlcal jonrnal.
¥t was not there!

She ghrank back, white and faint.
“Oh—oh—coould—ecould she"

“No.” he answered quietly. “There Is
some mistake.” :

He rang for the maid.

“Susamn, Is this all the mail”™ Did you

bring it a1l in here?”

“Why, yes sir.”

Mra. Carlfon Has the Letier.

“You are surs there was no other,
letter? I am expecting a létter that|
{s not here. Look along the hall care-
fully., ‘You might have dropped .7
* 1 will look, =sir. but I'm sure I didn't/
drop anything. Perhaps Mrs. Carlton
took It by mistake, =ir.”

“Mre. Carlton!™

The maid looked up wonderingly at|
the sudden huskiness in his voice. |

“Yes, sir. Mrs. Carlton came in just!
a8 the postman did. She looked over|
the mall, tcok =» letter nnd gave mo|
the rest. Shall T ask her about it, sir?™ |

“No—no, I will ses her myself. That)
will do, Susan”" The doer closed after!
her,

He bowed his head on
“Mary, Mary, my poor wife™

She threw herself on her knees he-
side him. “Oh dop't—don't—it is more
than T can bear! It may not be too;
late. Go to her at once, She may not!
have read it vel™

He started up and then stopped,
There was hurried steps and the rustler
of silk outeide. She turned to him|
with frightenecd, guestioning eves, But
he did not ses her. His face was tarned
toward the door.

The steps were very near. Now tha_'-'l
were at the door With a stifled eory
she slipped hehind the heavy ‘tapastry|
at the window. There wa=s a straining
sound from above of fixtures gifing
way. She was bearing her whole weight'
on the curtaina, She relaxed her hold|
and leaned back ugainst the window!
for support. I

his hands.

The door opimed.
“It's n Precious GIfe."

“Richard! Are vou in here, dear? nh,l
Richard, Richard, my dear hushand!™
A guick rush, a glad little cry and ghe
was In his arms. 1t has just come—
vour letter, dear, your beautiful letter!
Theé most precious birthdey gift 1 ever|
had. And yesterday 1 was wretched be-|
cause I thought vou had forgotien—
what day It wa=, And all the time you
were plapning this! Do you know how |
happy It bas made meT Do yeu, dear?)
Oh, T don't think you can know because |
—because—" And then, sobbing., she;
hid her face against his breast. l

“Magy, Mary,” he whispered, ltuskil'\'.f

“Don't dear! You have just sald you!
were so happy!™ . |
“Oh, yves—yes—I1 am now. Becauge Il

know ¥ou love me now. You could not|
have written that letter unless you|
Joved me very dearly. But oh, T have
been heartsick for so lohg! Your love Isr
s0 much to me, It iz all I have. Anda!
somehew for months 1 have felt that T
wns losing it. Despalr was cresping
into my heart I am not young any
more. There i= nothing in me to attract|
you agaln. If I lose your lave 1 could
pot win It back now. Oh, I know I,
rould not.

“Oh, Richard, now don't you under-

and what your letter means to me? It
has made me happler than anyvthing
else in the world could have done. Re-
cause it shows that voa do leve—have
loved me all slong. And all theae
months I have been bredking my heart

.
3

+ months vou've been working so hard.

| kizsing him gently

} turged toward the door.

Miss Meekins, principal at the Cen-
tral school, leaves for her home in
Austin to spend the holidays.

A crowd of studen!s came down from
the Agricultural colleze at Las Cruees
this morning to spend the holldays with
thelr parents here

Miss Kafherine N. Martin, of Nash-
ville, Tenn, is here visiting her broth-
er, the rector of St. Clement's, She will
spend the winter here.

Norval Rand was scorching the othey
night on hiz bike when he ran into a
box of spikes at the S P. station. He
barely escaped sariocus injury,

O T. Bassett says felatlve to the
present flurry on account of the non-
payment of {axes that he, too, belgfives
every citizen should pay his taxes.

Contractor George Look Is taking a
party of railroad men, prominent citi-
der< and newspaper men down the Cor-
ralitos track ihis sftermoon on an in-
spection trip.

Among the late charters granted at
Apstin is one 1o the Steffan-Krakauer
Hardware company of El Paso: capital

without cause. 1 have been marbid.
dear, because | am not well, But oh,
1 won't be any more. 1 can never doubt
your love agaln. And the locket! Aftes
my wedding ring t wlil be the most
precious thing ! oewn. Have vou sent
it by mail, too? And 4id you address it
on the typewriter as you did the letter, |
so T would n know until I opened it
that it was from you?" !
“Only a Lirile Tired.™

She put up her hands and drew his!
head down close to hers.

“Richard! How pale You are.
are in»™

“No—no, I'm only a littls tired.”

“Oh, T know—it's your work;

You

for

How [ wish you'd take bettef cure of
vourself! But 1 won't keep vou longer
row—1I only wanted to tell vou that I'm |
the happlest woman in the world to-|
day ™

She nestled her faee close against his, |
on the forehead, |
e!yen and Tips. A moment later the door |
closed softly. | stock, 380.000. The tncorp

A scund of sliding curtain rings| Max, Adolph and Albert Km:?xz?cf;

grated on the tense stillness of the| tgve Zork, Edward Move and John Stef-
room. The soft rustle of her gown, and | fan

Marguret, with white, strained face was' & Paso

standing beside him, trfing with fever- | present in :zzm;u:;:n:: ol:n:h:j::n“;:b::
izh, tremblipg firgers to unfasten al of houses bBeing under way. "'l'ho houses
locket from a chaln at her throat Her, inelude these of W. B Browe on Ore-
ccllar was open and there was a faint! gon street; Fench‘hr' Bros'. ‘reﬂdeac.e.

mark cn the whiténess of her skin,K on No ;' H. 8. Cloundma
where the locket had laln. It came off | n:an_',- :t‘l;’?l:::‘?annﬂxgnt.; sr.mt:: m
n}l inst and lay In her hand. She held! Millar@l Pntter;on‘n new house on Sar
sL out to him. " | Antonlo street. The contract calls for
._Enrfare:—yuu mean— | pressed hrick. W_'W. Gurney has let a
"Tes, | entract for Improvements on his homs
‘ g:-:ayou would have it so—" |om North Oregon; Mrs. T. J. Beall has

let a eontract for a (wo story residence
on Myrtle avenoe; manager Hood, of
the telephone company, has contracted
for a mew home on Mageffin avenue
Judge Kemp  will soon have bhis new
home. completed on North Florence
street.

Just About Christmas

By Frances L. Garside.

She laid the locket on the desk bafore |
Him, and then—with a broken sob she!

He took up the lockat. It was still
warm. WIth a great shuddering sob he |
bowed his Head over iL

)

&

HEY ere called the holidays for
the reason that it Is the season

I of the year when every ocaoe

works the hardest.

lug her mind of the great stratm it
must atherwise undergo Iin recalling
the time, the place and the doctor.

“5' poor don’t get’ what they want
at Christmas, and the rich don't want
whit they xet.

Christmas, Iif observed to the ex-
treme (s & progressive joy. the full-
nesy of which is in the stocking in
the morning, in the stomach at noon
and in the head at night.

The attention of the suffragets Is
cailed to man injustice graater than that
Tyrant Man imposes on them by Keep-
Ing them from the polls. The patron
saint at Christmas is represented as a

After scolding at father all the year
for smoking, a ulce little gift to make

him at Christmas |s an ash tray. |big. far well-fed, untroubled male
There isn't anything else on the |creature, when v reality i1 s a tired.
market that can be bought so cheap.!ovVerworked woman without whom

| there would be no Christmas. She iz
A joyful gift for n young girl !s al the medium between the child who
shopping bag as Iarge as a valise; | Wants =0 much and the man whe
she never has any money to put in it | feels that he can afford so iirtle: the
and that is where thé joke comes in |unthanked and unappreciated go-be-
The womin who really has money to |tween between the lmited suppiy ausd
carry |s very much older and wears | ths exhaustlesk demand. That theras
it in her stocking. may be a Christmas she accepis per-
sonal sacrifices cheerfully. wofks over-
Christmas is that happy Season when | time gladly, and on Christmas Eve
the statement-that “It comes but once | when her children are dreaming of a
a year” is accepted as an excuse for | bige fat, untroubled MAN who will
every folly _— come along and 1l their stockings,

A suitable gift for a very fashion- | she itz up till long past midnight m_:tA
able woman would be £ blank bdook 11- | ling finishing touches to her Mitle
lustrated on the border of every page | gifts, her only regrets being that she
with pen and Ink drawings of kmrcs.‘unrﬁnm glve more, and her only re-
EAWS, scissors, nurses and surgeons In |wan{ the happiness of her Mitle brood
operating gowns. all daintily boung In | next morning, who give to the Santa

antiseptic gaure. In this book the {Claus of tradition all the cradis! Tt is
reciplent could Keep a record of herim.lmu:h to make a suffraget fairly
pnumerous surgical operatiens, reliev- | foam at the mouth.




